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^ 3,000 A.D., ' 

; MANKIND HAD SPREAD 
OUT ACROSS THE GALAXY. ^ 

TRADE AND COMMERCE WERE ^ 

WELL-ESTABLISHED . . . AND SO WAS 
THE AGE-OLD POWER STRUGGLE. ' 
PEOPLE WENT FURTHER AND FURTHER IN 
ATTEMPTS TO GAIN POWER, WEALTH AND 
INFLUENCE. THAT WAS WHEN THE FIRST 
OF THE IMMORTALS WAS DIS-, 
i COVERED... i 
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Y£S. HART. I TNOUGHT t‘0 
BETTER CET TNIS GAME OVER QUICKLY. 
WE-YE JÜ5T RECEIVEO A ’ TRtPlE 
A ‘ SUMMONS TO REPORT BACK TO 
CENTRAL WORLD. 


iN H15 PERSONAI.STAKSHIP, KART TALLIS. THE 5ECURHY 
PICKEOUP THÉ ALERT StGNAl. . • • 


rRVlCE'STOP AGENT, 




GREAT 5PACE, ISAK! THAT'S CHECKMATE 
FOR THE FORTIETH SUCCE551VE ï—' 


Hll 


ISAK WAS THE NICKNAME QF TAURUS’ INTERNAl SENTIENT ANALOGüE COMPUTER 




















5 



ONLY HOUftS LATER, AFTER A JOURNEY THROUGH SUPERSRACE, THE TAURU5 LANDED 
ON central WORLD- THE ADMINISTRATIVE CENTRE OF THE GAIAXY AND THÉ HOME 


OF THE SECURITV SERVICE. 









































AS TAKtN TO FHc DIRtCTOK! 


OFFlCS 


THÉ GAIACTIC CHIEf- tXECUTIVE MAS 

^ besnmurdered senior 
EXECUTIVES au over the GALAXr 
^ ARE DROPPING LIKES FUES. ALL ^4 


WE DON'T KNOW 













WE HAVE ANAIYSED ATHANTINE, BUT 
WE CAN T MANUFACTÜRE IT. jé 
^ THERE'SSOMETHING SPECIAL 
ABOUT IT, AND AEOUT THE WAV IT'S 
> BEING U5ED. IT'S AS IF SOMEONE ^ 
WANTED TO KILl THE TOP ECHElONj 
/n[ OFF— AND REPIACE THEMI/t^ 


TRACÉS OF THE DRUG ATHANAllNE 
HAVE BEEN FOUND IN EVERY 
_ CASE. 


THEIR BOD1E5 AGE IN 
SECONDS. THEIR META- 
eOLISMS SPEED UP TO 
r COMPLETE THE LIFE- 
j:ycie in less than a 
^J^MINUTE.JTOr^ 
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FIND OUT WMERE ATUANA7INE 
COMES FROM, HART. AND WHO'5 
BEHINDIT. (CAN'THELPYOU 
MUCH, EXCEPT TO SUGGEST THAT 
^YOU MIOHT START V/ITH AIVA> 
X AD AM ES. T' 


1^/ ALVA ADAMES 3UT HE'S A lEGITIMATE 
H -l^DRUG MANUTACTURER. I SUPPOSE HE'0 
>1 KNOW ANYTHING 5U5P1CIOUS. J' 



































^ DOESTHIS GET-W 
A*.e AN APPOINTMENT? 


PHIH TM SORRY. SIR, BUI iF HLfl 
YOU DON'T HAVE A SECURITY CARD 


A SECURITY SERVICE AGENT 
' ^ A { Y6S. 5IR . . . T- 


HART WAS 5HOWN TO THE OFFICE OF ADAME5' CHIEF EXECUTIVE 


GOOD TO meet YOU, AGENT TALLI5 

S 'CITIZENAOAMESWOULDSEE Tl 
PERSONALLY IF HE V/ERE 

here . .. 


THEN TEIL ME WHERE HE 
'IS. INEED TO SEEHIM.1 













TM AFRAID I CAN T DtVUlGE 
IHAT INFORMATION, AGENT TALLI5 


i^REFUSE AND rOU'lL FlNDt 
YOUR5ELF IN 5PACE WITHOUT 

a craft.t- 


YES. NART. ANO I VE ALSO 
HEARDTHE CQNVERSATION. 
rVE PRFPAREO A C0UR5E TO 
SIGMA TAU. 









1JVW 


1? 



WE’RE NOW WITHIN A THQUSAND 
MtlES Of SIMCA TAU 1176. MART. 
rVE lOCMTiflCO MYSElf TO THE 
lAMOlNG COMPUTER RUT HAVE 
RECEtVED NO REPLY. 


mmnm m 




wmmÈ 
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SUDDENLY 


MISSILE BEARINC0217 


TEMPORARY OAMAGEt 
CAN'T LAND AUTOMATICALLY 
FORTHENEXT TWENTY FOÜR 
HOURS UNTIL THE SEIF REPAIR 
SYSTEMS OPTIMtSE. 


MISSILE DESTROYED 


l'VE lANDEO 5HIPS BEFORE. JUST 
MAKE SURE YOU DEAL WITH ANY 
MORE MISSILÊS THEY THROW AT 
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SIGMA TAU 117$^TERRAF0nME0 
ASTEROia WITH ITS OWN 
ATMOSPHERt NORMAL GRAVITY 
A JUNCIE. 


AIRPRESSUREAMO GRAVITY 
NORMAL GRAVITY GENERATOR 
ATTHE AOAMES RESIOENCE 
TEN MILES OFF. RECOMMENO YOU 
WAIT UNTIl I CAN GET THE TAURUS 
f UUY OPERATIONAL 


W rvE NO TIME TO waste, ISAK. U 
BUT DON'T WORRY l'M TAKING A 
^ lITTtf PROTECTION AIONG* Jp‘ 


















I WONDER WHAT PLEA5ANT LITTLE TRICK 
ADAMES HAS IN STORE FOR ME THERE. 












































ANO fOüND AOAMES* PRtVATE OFFICE 


SO WE meet AT 
LAST. ADAMES! 


I WONDERED W'HEN l'D BE 
- 7 DiSCOvEftEO T~— 


NOl I PJCKEO THE WRONG 5IDE. I HAVE 
^ SUPPUEDATHANATINETOALITHE 
MAJOR PEOPLE IN THE GAIAXY ... 
AND WITH THEM DEAO MY USEFULNESS 
I IS OVER, IT IS NOW MY TURN TO DIE. f 


’ f • 

• J w- m wm 1 1* 



i 

• ■ 

1 

■ 


1 




1 

1 

^4 


us 




— r/ 






i 

SI 

luiri 

«Ml»« 1 
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HE'S DEAO .. . AGED A llf ETIME 
^ /rBEFORE MY EYES! r " 




O'S 



m H rWG MENIfONtD IS PROBABLV THi AING OF 
in DICHRDNQtJS \H THE ALPHANOR SECTOR r^a 


7 VOU Rf PROBAÜLV RIGHT, ISAK. STARtV 
PLOTTING A COURSE WE'U PAY THE RlNG^ 

’ IT A visiT 
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TEN THOL'SANO MILES OUT EROM THE RIN&- 


LAUNCH IT NOW, ISAK! 


Hf 


THE fABRiC OF SPACE-TIME, A '. . ‘ 
SARGA5SO OF SPACE - • AND.HAÜNTOF 
SPACE SMÜGGIERS. 










11 WAS A FABRfC POO, FUTED WfTH A SMALL POWËW FLANT 
WHICH BALLOONEDOUT IN' THE VACUUM OF SPACÈ TO 
BECOME.,- ■ 


A SECUPITY SERVtCE CPülSER 


THE TAURUS LAUNCHEO A STRANGE OBJECT 








HART LAUNCHED A MIS5ILE 


WE ARE BirNG MONITOREO 


OKAV .. . FfRE 11 


] p i I \ on'r |t a.i 1 ariXns! 
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THAT SHOUID CONVJNCE 
ANY PiRATESWATCHiNG, 


f^i^fSSILE HIT the FA&RIC POD, 







TmE fAURUb hNTERED THE RING OF DICHRONOüS 


THE RING WAS BEIIEVÊD TO CONSIST OF DERELICT SPACECRAFT 







WECDULO Bf^fAHFnïf 


P WE üOr^^T WANT TO. ISAK W'E V 
WANT IO‘ JOJN ■ THESE PEOPlE SO 
BETÜACT fNTOTHE CONIROi PANEl 
tWE DON T WANT THEM TO GUËSS^ 
[ THIS IS ASECURITY SERVICE SHJP ) 













J VM CAPTAIN SAYCE of THE FREE \ 
SPACBRS YOU'RE NOW MV PRJ30NER 


FREE SPACERS. EH? WELl, THAT S 

f BETTER THAN THE SËCüRJiy ^ 
SERVICE . . . J'M hart TALEfS. J 


^ YOU ËiASTCD THAI 3ECURHY V 
SERVICE CRUFSER -A NICE PIECE OF 
> WORK. YOU iVMGHT JUST BE ^ 
SaHABLE .. , HL TAKE VOU OVER TO 
' T THË FLAG3HJP.T-^ 
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,_1 ju&r what are you freé 

5PACERS -SMUGGLERS OR PIRATE5? 
NOT THAI [TMATTERS, YVE DONE A 
BI ï OF BOTH IN MY TIME. 


y MAYBE YOU'LLDO . 
A BIT MORE FOfi 


C«n yDU haar ni^. Ha^t? These two buerders Ihinti the^Ye \a contrd 
btrt thï/rs ftot. Givq the v^ord and ITI eoina «nd g«t vou. 










WHERf NOV 


C-QT AN a^POsNIhM^NT 
. l‘-'t f SPACERS' 


SO 'I'OU WAMT TO ^TAV WITH THE FRtE ^^ACER 
[ Qi- Dirh'^ONOiJS'’ W EIL. CONVTMCE WE THAT 
- - rïOJ RE ur Ton'r\{—" 


t F|N(S*ièD SïTTiNG TfSTSVEARS J 

tGO , I V/aSCOnCERNED WHH 
AlVAAOAMCi - AND THt DRSjG,^ 

ath anahne-T rO 



^ m IJSC 





- 


I 

- 




SSSm 


MlHLaiiii 


HHjUI 





















l^so ïOU KNOW JL, 
ABOUT ATHANATIN&? 












WHA1 11^ <T NQW? 


_VwE’RE GOINGTOA'UT AN 2 _ 

aUTARCH—OM O*" the REORIE WhO 
--r SUPPLY 7 hE ATHANATINE. 















IF THE AUTARCHS FIND HIM 
irSEFUl. MAYPE IHEY WUl 
\ REWARO ME WITH AN J 
rUNlIMlTEDSUPPlYOr ) 
ATHANATINE. ^ 








yAUTARCH AlPHA. I BRING VOU HART 
TALUS. HE'S A NEW MEM 8 ER OF THC FRCCJ 
' 7 . SPACERS. BUT HE KNtV^ ABOUT 
( ATHANATINE 50 l'VE BROUGHT ) Xa 
--7 FOR CMCCKJNG- 


















T TAlJS Ar.FN- Of TmE GALACTIC 
lilt IjÜPViCE:., and I AM HERE fOJ 
lomp rH= AÖOtJT ^HEJ^ 

ArHANAT'Nf A\*N'0FR5 T'^KÈ' 



^318 

If • V 


V • 










J 



ï NO. WE MUST LEARN WHAT E15E HE i 
KNOWS. THE AUTARCH COUNCIL WIIL 
I -T WISH TO QUE5TICN HIM. l i ' a ~ 





[> 
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NOW Wt MUST ALL move TO ATUANATOS. THE 
SECUR1TY SEI^vlCE AMOh l \V£LL KNOW ABOUT 
i Ml —r the RrNG OF DiCHRQlsfOUS, 1 ■' 


[^OUBT ET, AUTaRCH J 
^AMD BESIDES 


SlLENCtJ I GAVE ¥ÖU AN OfiOER 
























GO ro ATM4NAT05 


and rOu üSE THAT f*US£S 
A'.E. WHFRE DO rOU CET YOUR 
ATHAMATINc? fire ie VOU 

AU the GOOD JT V/lLt 
DO yOD' 




OF COLfRSÈ, VOU MUSr OËEY M¥ 
orders , Vt'HEN VOU RETURN^ 
TO YOUR SHIP^ DETACh THE ^ 
COnnECTING tube and FOlIO'^/ 
"7 AW SHiP. TAIUS, OF COURSE, 

'-^—T STAYS HERE. ■ƒ- -— 
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f'lAN&T» BUT V, 


so THIS 15 THE SECüRJr/ SERVICE AGENT, 


HE LOOKS A PUNY, INSüBSTANTIAL 
THING. STIU HE A^UST BE 

OUESTIONEC/ -.. YOU. COv.E WJTH 

- - . - ^ ^ 


COME ANDGETMEI 














PUL! bUT TauIS A'.UST C0‘.'£ WITH Utt Ui 
HASNOCHOICE h£ MAS airlaOY fctEN 
OfVCN ATmANATiN£ VVtSEEDMERElY - 
STOF GJV<NG HJM M0*?E and HE WQUID 
U.Cc lY BECCME NO MORE THAN 60N£S— 
(JUSM^E the GAiACTiC CHfEF iSm 
Xfcx^cunvE. r- ^ 


THE CREATURE HAS SPiRJT 


O THAI'S WhAT'S GOING on? 

















/ ( AM AUTARCH ALPHA, AND BE5IDE ME ARE MY 
TWO CO RULERS, AUTARCH5 BÈTA AND GAMMA 
> THIS IS THE ROOM FROM WHICH WE RULE ■ 
lATHANATOS — AND 5HALI EVENTÜALIY RÜLE 
THE GALAXY. -' 
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WITHIN A YEAR WhClE 
OF THE GALAXY SHALl BE 
y UNDEROUR CON"ROl.'< 
WHAT DOES THE SECURiTY 
. SERVICE KNOVV OP US? > 


THE SECURITY SERVICE KNOW NOTHING 
7 OF YOU, NOT EVEN OF THE RING Of f 
-DICHRONOUS ... 
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/ Gf?£A: SPACE- a PALACe SET IN A SEA OF PUftPlE 
> GPASS' e jl I CAN T SEE ANV SMIPS, ANO vei TH£Y 
HAVt TO BE SOMLVVHEPC. I'D BETTER START lOOKINI 












































45 



BY THE niNGS Of 5ATUR;j_i;M 


AG6ING FAST 


IT WORKS! THE ATHANATINE IS IN 
[THE PURPLE GRAS5. THEY MUSTJ 
\ \ { EXTRACT 


iT lOOKS like the AUTARCHS v;ilL 

VSUCCEEOAFTERALIIIHAVEN'T ^ 
FOUND OUT HOW ATHANATINE l5 
icArTiiopn ORGROv/N' 
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so THev'fiE OUT searcming at 

lAST. AND PROBABIY Vf llH 
♦NFRA-REO SCANNERS, TOO. I 
NEEO SOMÊWHERE TO HIDE. > 


hart'sfau was stopped ev a gravcushion. 








WHAT fS THI5 PLACE^ IT LOOKS 
l»<f A FACTO'^r OF 50‘.*E 50RT, 


THfS tS NO FACTORV. HART TALU^ if tS MY 
BODY—THE BODY OF COiONlZjXTlON 
COMPUTER 1073/328. YOU HAVE ENTERED 
WHERE NO MAN HAS EVER BEEN BEF ORE / 
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TM KEfiE NOW. 
SO WHAT NEXT? 


iMPOSStBLe, n WÖULD CONFUCÏ 
WfTH MY PniMF DiFECTiVE TO 
SERVE THEAUTARCHS. YÖU ARE 
HERE, IN MY SANCTUM. SO ï MUSTÏ 
ANSWER yOURQÜESriONS. 8 UT i 
NO MORE. \ - -1 


THESfTUATtON fS ANOMALOUS. YOUR 
PRESENCE HERE CREA TES CöNFUCT 
BETWEEN MY OtRECTiVES. TOACERJAfN 
EXT ENT, i MUST ÖBEY YQU... 


THEN T£LL ME ABOUT YOUR5ELF 
AND THE AUTAfiCHS- 


I 


f WfLL SHOW VOU WiTH 
ViDEOSCAN fMAGES. 


* « * * *1 


000 
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n WAS FOUR HUNDREÜ YEARS AGO. f V^'/4S 
THE COLONtZAliON COMPUTER OF EARTH 
COLONY SHIP W78/ 3ZS C. WE WERE ON I 
OUR WAY rO GALACTIC CLUSTER 3063A. ^ 
TO PREPARE FOR COLONfZA TION. 


WE WERE STRUCK BY A METEOR 


THE METEOR STRIKE WAS A BAD ONE AND f LOST MüCH POWER AND MOST Of 
THE PEOPLE tN MY CHARGE D/EO. HIGH S/OLTAGES FiOWED THROüGH MY CfRCUtTS 
BUTIST/LL MANAGED TO SURVIVE AND TO ENSURE SOME OTHERS SURVIVED. i 
AND FfNALLY ! MADE A FORCED LANDING HERE ONATHANATOS. IT WAS NOTA / 

WORLD I WOULO HAVE CHOSEN: IT$ SUN UNSTABLE... r~ -' 






















IMMORTAUTY DRUG 


! REPAIRED THE MEN AS BEST ICOULD. AND AS HME PASSED, ( REPAfREO THE l /, 

REPAmS UNTIL THEY WERE MORE MACHINES JHAN MEN. AND YET THEY UVED, SO // 
MY PRIME DfRECTIVE WAS EULf/UEO. OR WOULD HAVE BEEN BUTFOR ONE // 

TH/N6—A THANA T0$‘ SUN IS ABOUT TO GO SUPERNOVA! t -- 


aiTorui 











AND SO / KN£W / MUST TAKE MVAUTARCHS BACK TO THE GALAXY OF MEN. / 
NQW HAVE THA T CAPADfUTY. 8UT THE CAtAXY WOULD BE SUSPtCfOUS OF 
JMMORTAL MEN. THE ONLY WAY THEY COULD SURVtVE fSAS RULERS, SO f SET 
\OUT TO CONQUER JHf GALAXY FOR THEM. 1 - ir n ^ 


! KNEYY FRQM THE FIRST THAT ATHANATOS' STAR VVX5S UNSTABLE BUT tT TOOK 
UNTll TVYQ YEARSAGO FOR ME TO DISCOVER, FROM SUNSPOT ACTIVITY, THA T irs 
PRE-SUPERNOVA. IN EXACTLY67.32 YEAR5 IT W/LL EXPLODE W/TH SUCH FURY ] 
THAT ITWILL NOT ONLY DESTROY ATHANATOS BUT WUL, FORA FEW DAYS I 

OUTSHINE EVERY STAR IN THE GALAXY. -^ 





















n Wilt BE EASr. THE RULERS OF THE GALAXY CRAVBO 
ATHANATINE, tARRANOED FOR THEM TO HAVE ff— , 
THROUGH THE F REE SPACERS—AND TH EN CUT OFF i 
\ THE SUPPLY. NOW THEYARE MOSTLY DEAD f 

\ ANP APART FROfVf THE SECUR!TY SERVICE. THE 0 
\ GALAXY IS DEFENCELESS. AND MY FREE SPACERSf^ 
WILL TAKE CARE OF THEM.l , 


rnt coMPurEft's unbalanced. 

LOGIC AND REaSONING CJRCUITS 
r MUST HAVE BEEN DAMAGED. If 11 
>COüLD DESTROY IT. THE THREAT < 
\ VVOUID BE OVER. THE AUTARCHS 
VVOülD BE NOTHINC V/lTHOUf IT. 


FOOL! YOU CANNOT DESTROY ME. AND 
NOW YOU HAVE A TTACKED ME ! NE EO 
NO LONGER OBEY YOU EVEN MINIMALLY. 
HERE. INSIDE ME. I CANNOT DESTROY 
YOU. 8UTI CAN CONTAIN YOUf 
























D^STHOY TH£MACffif^€S D£TW£e^ YOUf^S£LF 
Ar^D TH£SHUrT£fiS if YOU tV/SW, f HAY£ [ 
ALRFA D K £XaS£D TH£M fROM MYCiRCUfTS. k 






































































NDER ISAK'S CONTROl, THE TAURUS BIASTEO ITS WAY INTO THE UNDERGROUND 
OMPUTER ROOM 

















THAT SHIP'S CMPTY and 
jYeT irs TAKfNG OFF} T 


UNDER ISAK'S CONTROl, THE TAURUS BIASTEO ITS WAY INTO THE UNDERGROUNf 
OMPUTER ROOM 




A. ' I 1 


■ . 
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ONt; t Ha^' 1 AF^UAt^U, IHL (UASlj-ü Ol-k 


tiz TAURUS :5nC£D TmROUGm thé SHUTTE^ïS. 


Wi'flE UNDEH ATTACK FRDM FOUR $PACE R3. HART. I CAN'I 

■ FItiHT BACK—BlASTÏféG INTO THE UNDERGROUND ■ 

■ COMPUTER ROOM DAMAGEO MY MtSSIlE AQRTS. WE ■ 

have td run. 


I ONLY HOPÉ WE CAN 
f RUNFASTENOUGH., 


7 /^ 


C\x ! 




















BBiaZEaXQSl 



mi 
























,_icutake iton m 

A^AN^JAL NOW, ISAK 























;':ucj':r^r 



J THENFIRE THEmL 
AU—INTOTHE SUN! 


fAÜRUS FIREO US FUU CO.^^PLEA^ENI OF NEUTRON 


ISSILES AT the UN5TABLE 5UN 









NOW l^iAK, lAKfc üVtR ANO GfT US 
AWAÏ. USC ALl THE FOV^ER V OLf CAN 
v. iThO'JT KiLLING 





































THb TAURUS S LIPPgQ THROUGH SüF fcRSPACE 
T IN TIME. \ 


THE SITUATIOM IS NOW OPTIMAL HART 
WE ARE NOW TEN IIGHT YEARS AWAY, 
AND THE GALAXY IS SAFE, ATHANATOS 
IS NOW JUST A GINDER 











»T rt-C QC .V.C—THOS 
Ü£^/ILS AODiC^ED ME ro 
rMANATiNE, ANIï rhbRt'S NO 
‘AORE OF IT. EVEH irSGONE. 
“7 ’.VITH ATH ANATOS . .. Ti 


GOODBre. I5AK 












50 YOU'Rt BACK AMONG 
^ THE LIVING. MART?»! 


fiUT HOSV? 


50 IT VVOULO 51 r 


A COMA THAT TtR^^NATÊD tiY HART AV. AKCMKG IN A CENTRAL WORLD HOSPITAL 6E^ 



























V/£ CAN NOVV .‘.^ANIJFACTURE IT AfsJD 
" AMTiDOrt, YOlj'RE NO LONGÊW -« 
ADOiCTED—AND NOW ALt OP /AANKJND 
CAN LIVE LONGFR. MORE FPUUrUL 


SOTHAT maO COMPUTER DIÜ 
fTT U3 ALL A FAVOüR: \—1 


irSEEMS WE COMPUTERS 
HAVE OURUSES» d 


I5AK! V/HERE ARE YOU? 
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1 85 Pleet Street, London EC4A 2H5. D. C, THOMSON & CO., LTD., 1981, 










































































THIS MONTH'S OTHER ACTION- 
PACKED STORY—NOW ON SALE 
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